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Matthew P. Gallagher, RPB/FBID
The Cosmus Club Symposium of 28 April

I was asked to record my impressions of the symposius aponsored by the Senior
Regeerch Staff at the Cosmos Club on 28 April which I attended as & repregenta~
tive of 00. The sublest of the sysposium was a repori oo Zoylet resesrch

in the behavioral seiences. [ ] of OSI presented the report, which
suzmariged the findings of a special study group which he heads. Formsal
conments were made by three guest asclentlsts, and scme generel discusslon
followed.

25X1A93 [ presentation consisted of an sccount of certain recent developmenis

25X1A9a

in Soviet seientific resesrch and an isterpretation of these developmenis.
The interpraotation included the following mailn sgsertions: {1} that Soviet
stiention to research ip the behavioral sciences haz sherply inereasged in
recent years; (2) that this spurt in research sotivity stems from & high
political decision, and that 1t reflects a comprehenalve and centrally
organised program;, and {3) that this program epbodles & grand strategy for
areating & "new Soviet man” and perfecting politigal warfare techniques
ageingt the Weat. :

This brief sccouni of the elements of[ | presentation falls to 55X1A03

gonvey the breesy oversimplifications in which it was oouched and the
primitive concept of Soviet reality which it projecied. For example, 1
said-~and I paruphrase him closely-~thal "Qosplan ls, of courss, the central
headquarters for plenning the transitiocn to communism.™ The implication wes
that Gosplan administered not only the national economic plan {which iz, im
fuct, the lismits of its competence) but elso the “comprehensive and sentrally
orgenized program® of scientific ressarch referred to above. Further, he
gsuid~-and again I parasphrase~~that *Marxism-Leninism has been dizcarded in

the Soviet Union® (in favor of oyberneties, It was ilmplied). This remark,

in substamce, was repeated several times in seversl contexis, and while

25X1A9a [l sssented to s partisl quelificstion of this statement at the end of

the meeting, his use of the stetemeni illusirates at leasi the carelessness
of his phrazeclogy.

Csrelessnezs with facts was, for me, the salient feature of the presentation.
Many statements were wmade that this or that "faet” supported ihis or that
econclugion, but the "facta" were never pinned down, citations were not

of fersd=-or whers offered, were not given sccurately and with quotations,
For exemple, when asked to dooument his statement that “Marziszm~Leninism hod

25X1A9a yeen digampded,” [ | referred to an article by one Arab-(gly in z certain
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issue of Veprosy Filosofii. I subsequently found the articls, although
the sitation given was wrong. Inm i, Horberi Wiener (the inventor of
aybernetics ) was oredited~-along with Elnsteine-with having made a "permaneni”
contribution to "materialism and dialeatics™ in bis practical activity, allhough
nis “philosophical wtterances” were discounted as sidealistic small changs.”
25X1A9 Thers was nothing in the ertiele to support the statement that Marxism-leninism
A nua been digcarded. Slmilarly, ] placed grest siress on & progran of
"3 toples of research” which allegedly sonatituted the prise evidense of the
rsomprehensive and centrally orgsnized” nawure of the seientific regesroh
progras. Acbually, ibe 3U topica referred tw represented an outline of the
seientific "seven-year plan” sdopted at e regular anousl meeting of the
Academy of Sciences in 1959, As such, 1t was Dot essentislly different from
the plans norsully adopted in all fielde %o goincide with the indtiation of
25X1A98 pnew state plen periods. Curicusly, in the light of [ |thesis, the
iopics listed in the plan included only one or twe related W ayberpatios,
and ran the gamut From atomlc physias to linguisties.

25X1A9a —— and his group heve made & contribution to intelligence in drawing
abtention to ceriain new developwments in Soviet sclence. They have performed
i disservice by presesting this evidense in (rwellian imagery whioh clouks ralher
then clerifiss the meanlng of these developments, Their basic errcr gonsiste
in foreing their evidence into & preconceived model of the Soviet system
whish is highly oversimplified. They are unsble o conceive of spontanecus
soverents in Soviet intellectusl life. Thus they take eveéry new movement
4% = eign of strategic caleulation, I submii that the svidonos they have
socusulaved testifies to the vitulity of Soviet scientific 1ife, and to the
tendency towurd experimentation which is generaled by soientifie resesarch.
This, I submit further, is a more interesiing phenomenon--and in the long
ron ¢ more sigeificant ope--ihan the phenomencn shioh they think they see.

I would pot wish the above remarka to be tsken ag & eritdoan of ths conduet

of the symposium. It was held in a businezsliXe way, and the discuassion of
the purely scientific agpects of the subject was of a high order.
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